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NOAH WEBSTER.

couragenient from English publishers, His
training and studies, moreover, were not
such as to place him. in very cordial rela-
tionship with Englishmen, and his attitude
toward the scholastic deposit of an old na-
tion may be guessed from a passage in one
of his letters home, in which he writes:
" The colleges are mostly old stone build-
ings, which look very heavy, cold, and
gloomy to an American accustomed to the
new public buildings in our country."

There is something in the whole under-
taking, and in the mode of its execution,
which makes one by turns wonder at the
splendid will and undaunted perseverance
of this Yankee teacher, and feel a well-
bred annoyance at his blindness to the in-
congruous position which he occupied. One
is disposed to laugh sardonically over this
self-taught dictionary-maker, encamped at
Cambridge, coolly pursuing his work of an
American Dictionary of the English Lan-
guage in the midst of all that traditional
scholarship. But Webster's own conscious-
ness was of the gravity of his work. '' When
I finished my copy," he writes in a letter
to Dr. Thomas Miner, "I was sitting at